Stereotactic-endoscopic procedures on processes of the cranial midline.
The term "midline tumour" is defined partly from the topographic and from the pathogenetic point of view. Problems of modern imagegenerating procedures in establishing the diagnosis of cerebral midline lesions are described. The role of stereotactic diagnostic and therapeutic interventions is emphasized. Stereotactic brain tumour biopsy, installation of shunts and reservoirs under visual control are performed. Interstitial radiotherapy is carried out for low-grade gliomas. As an important innovation, stereotactic procedures are combined with endoscopic techniques. Particular diagnostic and therapeutic difficulties of typical midline tumours such as craniopharyngeoma, germinoma, glioma and primary cerebral lymphoma as a local extension are discussed. A reasonable concept in diagnosis and therapy of cerebral midline lesions is proposed.